Flashcard User Guide

There is never a charge or obligation for using the system.  We suggest that you print this form for reference.  The flashcards are organized in the form of a table of contents.  The highest level is a school, such as Elementary School.  Schools contain terms or years, such as Third Grade.  A term equals a year in the preschool through grade 12 program but it may represent another time period in other schools.  Terms contain subjects.  Subjects contain topics.  Topics contain subtopics.  It can be summarized this way:  School > Term > Subject > Topic > Subtopic > Flashcards.

You can access the list of schools by going to Flashcards in the top navigation bar and clicking on Browse Schools.  Choose the correct school by clicking on it, then the year, and then the subject.  You will see a table of contents for that subject that is divided into topics and subtopics. Topics are not links. They are used for classification purposes.  The subtopics are links to a set of flashcards.
When you see the first flashcard, you will notice that it is in the form of a question. Click Show Answer to see the answer.  Click Show Question to see the question again.  Go back and forth until you see the concept being taught.  Being confronted by a question stimulates the mind to activity.  The mind is being placed into a state of wondering.  You are not expected to know the answer the first time you see the question.  All you are expected to do is to wonder about what the answer is, and to make a decision about whether or not you know the answer.  Most of this happens automatically.  All you have to do is do it.  The brain takes care of the rest all on its own.  It is important to become comfortable with not knowing the answer to a question.  We are not only teaching facts. We are teaching critical thinking. The wondering process challenges the critical thinking part of the brain. Without that challenge, you would be simply memorizing. Some people take to this right away while others require an adjustment period. Some students will be tempted to read a book first and then use the flashcards. This defeats the purpose of the process. Students need to break the memorize -- pass the test -- and forget cycle. Nothing is accomplished by doing this.
When you click Show Answer, you will be allowed to choose one of five times that will  elapse until the flashcard is shown again. If this is new to you and you are still learning it, you will want to choose Today. If you know the answer, you can choose one of the other options depending upon how solidly you have mastered the item. 
You can reset the flashcards if necessary. You may learn the flashcard in just a couple of passes, or it may take five or 10.  You don't see it yet, but there will be a button to click on that will cause the text to be read aloud.  We recommend that parents use the system with their children, especially at the beginning.
Oftentimes, there is a gray area between knowing and not knowing the answer. You may know the answer now, but suspect that you may forget it in a week. You can mark the flashcard for review and it will disappear for this amount of time and then be live on the system again. 

The question side of the flashcard has the following buttons:  Show Answer, Send Feedback, Superlearning, Browse Flashcards and Show Statistics. Show Answer flips the card over to the answer side. You can flip the card back and forth before making further choices. Send Feedback opens a text window for you to give us comments regarding the flashcard. You can offer suggestions. We will receive an e-mail with a link to that flashcard, so you don't have to cite the flashcard in the feedback. Superlearning turns the special music on and off. You can read more about this subject on the website. From the top menu, go to Visitors, then Superlearning. Browse flashcards shows you a list of all of the flashcards in the subtopic and allows you to jump to any of them. It is best to ask questions by sending an email to office@freeworldu.org.

The answer side of the flashcard has the following buttons: Show Question, Show Again,  Send feedback, Superlearning, Browse Flashcards, and Show Statistics.
The radio buttons below Show Again are used when you are able to recall the answer, but suspect that you may forget it later.  The three times can be reset by you in the options section. Decide on a set of three times and do not change them later.  Choose one of the three review times and then click Show Again. You can keep doing this indefinitely for a given flashcard.  Clicking Show Again moves the flashcard to the back of the stack in the subtopic and causes the next flashcard in the set to be displayed.  When in doubt, click Show Again -- Today. You can click Show Again Today even though you are able to reproduce the answer but feel shaky about it and want to see it again soon.
You are not confined to a certain grade level.  If the material is too difficult, you can go back to any earlier grade that feels right to you.  Most people do this to pick up things that they missed in earlier grades.  You can also jump ahead when you're able.
We update this guide regularly.  If you have questions or suggestions for improvement, please email us.  We love feedback!  You can also call us at 323-258-1616 after 1 p.m. Pacific time seven days a week for personalized help. There is never a charge.
